Efficacy and safety of levetiracetam (3,000 mg/Day) as an adjunctive therapy in Chinese patients with refractory partial seizures.
To evaluate the efficacy and safety of 3,000 mg daily levetiracetam (LEV; Keppra) as an adjunctive therapy for Chinese patients with refractory partial seizures. This randomized, placebo-controlled trial consisted of an 8-week baseline period followed by a 4-week titration interval and a 12-week maintenance period, and concluded with a 4-week medication withdrawal period or entered an open-label study. LEV was compared with placebo. The 50% responder rate (the proportion of patients with a minimum of 50% reduction in partial seizure frequency) occurred in 46.4% of the LEV group, compared with 39.3% of the placebo group (p = 0.590). The median of the absolute weekly frequency reduction from baseline of partial seizures was 0.66 per week for LEV versus 0.48 per week for placebo (p = 0.187). The most common treatment-emergent adverse events, mostly mild to moderate in severity, were somnolence, dizziness and agitation. In this study, adjunctive therapy with LEV 3,000 mg daily was well tolerated but not as effective as expected in controlling partial seizures in this study population. Considering the lower mean weight of this study population, we suggest the dosage of LEV 3,000 mg daily may contribute to the results.